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JOURNAL DEADLINES & INDEX
The Journal is published in February, June and October each year and is issued at
meetings or posted to those members who are unable to attend, exchange copies for
other Societies being mailed shortly afterwards. Guiding deadlines for the three
issues are the end of December, the end of April, and the end of August, and but
material is welcome at any time.
Let us have your stories for everyone to see!
They don’t have to be in finalised form and the Editor is happy to work with you
on the presentation from whatever format you choose to submit.
Articles are always needed.
Thank you as ever to all who respond to the call: remember this is YOUR Journal.
An index of last year's Journal is published on the Society website; members wishing
for a printed copy should contact the Research Room. The cost of back copies of
journals to a UK address is £1.25 per issue, including p&p. For overseas orders, a
single copy is £4.00 including p&p. For cost of multiple copies to be sent overseas
please contact the Membership Secretary.

DATA PROTECTION
All articles submitted will be published under the contributor’s
name and membership number, enabling interested readers to
identify the source.
Contributors who wish their contact details to be published
alongside must state this in writing. Readers may otherwise make
contact with the contributor via the Editor or the Membership
Secretary (see inner front cover).

MONTHLY MEETING CHARGES
A charge of £1 for members and £2 for non-members is made to to help
defray the costs associated with the Society’s monthly meetings.
Membership Secretary
STANDING ORDERS
Have you lost your Standing Order monies??
It appears some members may have paid their fees into the old bank account, which
closed in April 2017, and have not had them refunded.
However, if you go to, or contact, your branch and ask for a BANK PAYMENT
TRACE on this account CAF 00018425 sort code 40-52-40 (now part of HSBC
bank) then you may be able to recover your money.
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THE LONDON GROUP OF
Yorkshire Family History Societies
Secretary: Ian Taylor, 1 Waverley Way, Carshalton Beeches, Surrey, SM5 3LQ
Email lgyfhs@virginmedia.com
Meetings are held at the Society of Genealogists, 14 Charterhouse Buildings,
Goswell Road, London EC1M 7BA, starting at 10.30 a.m. (doors open at 10 a.m.).
Coffee and tea are provided before the meeting. The SoG is 5 minutes’ walk away
from Barbican Underground station. Everyone with an interest in Yorkshire family
history is very welcome. You do not have to be a member of the SoG.
17 November 2018

One Name One Place

John Hanson

The meeting fee is £5.00 (non-members £6.00). Membership is £3.00, or £20 including
all meeting fees, a discount of £3.
The blog is at http://yorkslondongroup.tumblr.com/.
The speaker in November 2017 was Ian H. Waller FSG FGRA, his topic:

Sold, Separated & Divorced: marriage breakdown over the Centuries
The following is taken from notes of that meeting.
Divorce is very much a 20th Century innovation. Prior to that there were many
second marriages where the first spouse was still very much alive. While illegal,
bigamy was often ignored.
History of Divorce Legislation in England
Until the English Reformation in the 16th Century the Pope granted divorces. After
the Reformation, England became one of the only countries in Europe not to have
any Statutory Divorce Laws.
The 1857 Matrimonial Causes Act (which became law on 12th January 1858) allowed
ordinary people to divorce. Before then, divorce was largely open only to men, and
had to be granted by an Act of Parliament, which was hugely expensive and
therefore was also open only to the rich. The main reason why divorce was sought
was to ensure that property and estates were kept within the legitimate family by
bastardising children who had been born outside the marriage and ensuring that they
could not inherit.
Under the new law, women divorcing on the grounds of adultery not only had to
prove their husband had been unfaithful but also had to prove additional faults,
which included cruelty, rape and incest. In 1937, the law was changed and divorce
was allowed on other grounds including drunkenness, insanity and desertion.
The 1969 Divorce Reform Act allowed couples to divorce after they had been
separated for two years (or five years if only one of them wanted a divorce). A
marriage could be ended if it had irretrievably broken down, and neither partner no
longer had to prove ‘fault’.
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Formal ways of dissolving a marriage prior to 1858
1. Desertion.
The most common simple solution, this worked if there were not much goods or
property. Neither party was free to remarry, but one-time bigamists were very
unlikely to be prosecuted.
Records occasionally exist in Quarter Sessions when a husband deserted his wife
and family who then became chargeable to the parish. The Poor Law Union
Gazette (a weekly journal available at the British Library) lists many such, often
giving a physical description to help catch the deserter and bring him/her to
account to pay for the spouse and family. Other records can be found in
Overseers’ accounts of the workhouse, and in parish chest records.
NB: You will often find details of a second relationship before finding the first
legal one.
2. Wife Sale.
Not as it sounds, this was in fact a consensual activity to record formally the fact
that a wife would now be living with another man, as husband and wife. Prearranged between the husband the lover, this took place in the Cattle Market on
Market Day, and whilst treated as a joke it was also a symbolic transfer of person,
property and responsibility and was accepted in common law.
There would be a ritual handing back of the wedding ring, if one existed, and the
proceeds of the sale would be used to celebrate the occasion, which all would
join in.
A formal record was kept in the Cattle Market Records, showing the weight of
the woman, this being a market in which weights of live and dead livestock were
an important part of the sale, and was sometimes reported in the local press.
Thomas Hardy wrote of the practice in his novel The Mayor of Casterbridge.
3. Private Separation.
Common causes for this sort of separation were incompatibility or religious
differences. It was common amongst the middle classes, who could afford a
lawyer, from about 1730.
The conditions relating to it were drawn up in a private deed between the
husband and a trustee for the wife, women having no legal personality in law.
a. Advantages for the husband:
• no alimony payment
• bastardisation of any further children, important for inheritance rights
• no public embarrassment, the deeds being private
b. Advantages for the wife:
• financial freedom, there usually being some financial sweetener
• personal freedom, being no longer subject to forcible conjugal rites
Deeds may be found in Chancery and Supreme Court of Judicature Close Rolls
(C54) at The National Archives, and also in estate and family papers. Private
separation still existed after 1857 since the divorce laws did not recognise
incompatibility as grounds.
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4. Judicial Separation.
Declarations of Nullity, Annulment and Divorce made by Consistory Courts.
a. Nullity
As this challenged the validity of the marriage from the onset, children of the
marriage became illegitimate. The main reasons were:
• incest
• abduction
• underage marriage without consent
b. Annulment
Jactitation (or false gossip) as a form of legal separation protected children’s
legitimacy and the wife’s name, although neither party could remarry, and it
stopped access to bed and board. The main reasons were:
• being the injured party of a bigamist
• non-consummation by either party
• injured party of a lunatic
• incest by either party
• injured party if the other one was under 21 years of age and wed against
parents’ consent
Records are found in C78, Court of Chancery, as well as church courts and
Privy Council records PC2. There was a right of appeal to the Court of
Arches and to the House of Lords.
5. Divorce by Act of Parliament pre-1858
This was very rare and expensive. It required an Act of Parliament to be brought
in each case. It bastardised children of future unions.
Records are held in the Parliamentary Archives for which you need to make an
appointment, have ID and be searched, but the archivists are very helpful. There
is an online catalogue that can be searched before making the appointment.
Records of divorce 1670–1857 that might be available include:
• initial petition to the House of Lords
• copies of earlier ecclesiastical proceedings
• Acts, Bills, Amendments
• witness statements from butlers, maids, etc.
• royal assent in Hansard
6. Criminal Conversation
Despite its name this is a civil action in the Court of Common Pleas or King’s
Bench. It was for recovery of damages against the lover of an adulterous wife
and was often used as a prelude to the Parliamentary Divorce. Interestingly it
was not abandoned until the 1970s!
Location of divorce records
Divorces between 1858 and 1938 can be found in the books J38 and J77 at The
National Archives, or on FindMyPast. Ancestry also has divorce petitions but it is
necessary to know the file number.
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After 1938 the case papers were destroyed after 20 years with the exception of the
Decree Nisi (not Decree Absolute) records. These can be obtained from the Family
Division of the Family Court. The fee is currently £30, and you cannot apply online.
To recap, sources of information include:
• Newspapers, which may contain details of the grounds for divorce and
settlement.
• Quarter Session records and Parish Chests, also local market records for Wife
Sales.
• Estate and family records can also contain information about divorce settlements.
• Divorce by Act of Parliament details in Hansard
• The ecclesiastical court records (which could be likened to The Sun newspaper
today) contain full and often very interesting details.

FINDMYPAST RELEASE
OF OVER 53 MILLION INDEXED ELECTORAL REGISTERS
Improved access to these important documents will enable many family historians to
bridge the vital gap left by the destruction of the 1931 Census of England & Wales.
Combined with the 1911 Census and 1939 Register, this release means that
FindMyPast is now able provide an unrivalled record coverage for early 20th century
Britain, allowing users to trace their ancestors across a period of history that has
traditionally been problematic for many researchers.
The new collection, England & Wales Electoral Registers 1920-1932, has been
created by reprocessing the original documents in order to improve image quality.
FindMyPast has also developed a new process for picking out individual names,
allowing this vast bank of records to be searched with greater accuracy than ever
before.
The Registers can now be searched accurately by individual names in a similar way to
other indexed collections currently available on FindMyPast. Searches will now also
cover all of England and Wales and matching records from the registers will feed into
hints for all users with a FindMyPast family tree.
Electoral Registers are listings of all those registered to vote in a particular area. The
lists were created annually to record the names of eligible voters and their reason for
eligibility, such as their residence or ownership of a property. Registration for voters
in England has been required since 1832 and registers were typically published
annually, making electoral registers an excellent resource for tracking ancestors
between the census years or for uncovering the history of your home or local area.
These newly indexed records were taken from FindMyPast's wider collection from
the British Library, over 220 million of which are also available to search in pdf
format.

City of York & District

70

Vol.19 No.3, Oct 2018

GLEANINGS FROM EXCHANGE JOURNALS

Jeanne Baxter
Up to three exchange journals per month can be borrowed at meetings on signature
in the book provided, alongside the name of the journal borrowed. These journals
from other societies will be retained for 12 months, after which they may be taken in
return for a donation. The following is a selection of material from recent arrivals:
Tracing your Jewish ancestors
W. Middlesex F.H.S. Journal, Vol. 36, No.2, June 2018
Diminutives and hypocoristics or the shortened forms of names
The Midland Ancestor, Vol.18, No.14, June 2018
Need help to find them: New Zealand. Part 1.
N.W. Kent F.H.S. The Journal, Vol.14, No.10, June 2018
Religious orders in WW1
and
A year without a summer [1816]
Shropshire F.H.S. Journal 39, Part 2, June 2018
Problems found in London ancestry
Hertfordshire People, No.145, June 2018
The Pilgrimage of Grace, 1536
and
Straight and narrow: reformatory, industrial and approved schools
Ryedale F.H.S., Ryedale Roots, No.52, July 2018
Update on the Bagshaw Collection at Doncaster Archives (business records of
photography firm Bagshaw & Son, and the glass plate negatives of photographer
Luke Bagshaw between 1894 and 1944)
The Doncaster Ancestor, Vol.28, No.2 Summer 2018
Crime in 17th and 18th century England
and
Heir hunting
and
The tale of the hunting of the heir
Origins: magazine of Buckinghamshire F.H.S., Vol.42, No.2, Summer 2018
West Yorkshire History Centre (Wakefield)
The Scrivener: journal of Calderdale F.H.S., No.163, Summer 2018
What is Tuition and Curation
and
Archiving your research, documents, photographs & memorabilia
The Bridge: journal of Pontefract & District F.H.S., No.84, Summer 2018
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In addition to the Works Outing photograph opposite, Crystal has recently been
contacted by a third Holliday cousin from Barnsley, through the ancestry.co.uk
website, and has been given the photographs, below, of mutual second great
grandparents John and Ellen Holliday.
John was a Cabinet Maker and they lived and worked at, what is now the Bakers
Shop, 6 Great Shambles, Holy Trinity, Kings Court from post-1861 to 1893. Ellen was
shown as a General Dealer, there, after John's death in 1885, until hers, in 1893.

John Holliday (1821-1885)

Ellen Holliday (Missom) 1822-1893)
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WORKS OUTING – Crystal Prescott née Holliday (member 3302)
Can anybody shed any light on this photo? All those named worked in York. Please contact the Editor if you have any ideas.
Albert Holliday (1882-1946) worked for the Gas Board and Richard Smurthwaite (1872-1942) at the Railway Works. Charles
Holliday (1915-1974) was apprenticed to Hunter & Smallpage in the 1930s but the photo looks older than that. Could the Works
photo be allied to one of these occupations? The medals pinned on their jackets could be WW1 Medals.

HOW NOT TO DO IT . . . THAT AWFUL WARNING
C. J. Brownbridge (member 2594); ebor.fiddler@gmail.com

W

hen I started working on my family’s history, I relied very heavily upon
information given to me by my father, Bernard Brownbridge, some of which
was accurate.
One particular corner I had to turn was based on information which came from his
Aunty Laura Brownbridge, who had been sent round various villages in the North
and East Ridings by her mother, Sarah Ann (née Snow) to confirm various details
about her own background, especially Dunnington and its neighbourhood. One of
the snippets of information which came out of Aunty Laura’s work was that her
grandfather, John Barker, had married the vicar’s daughter, so I set out to try to
carry the story further back, and what a fascinating story it turned out to be!
John was a blacksmith living in Dunnington, and at first sight, marriage to a vicar’s
daughter seemed unlikely, given the difference in their classes – Miss Austen’s
contemporary novels of the period suggest that this would be very much regarded by
all as a mésalliance. Later censi show that John was born in early 1793 at Farlington
and was christened at the church there in March. The forge where he was probably
born is now a Sam Smith’s house, the Blacksmith’s Arms, where, coincidentally, a few
years ago I would meet my friends to innocently sing folk songs, until Humphrey
Smith put his music ban in force and we were obliged to go on the road to seek fresh
woods and pastures new.
John’s father, another John, moved to Dunnington and John would reach
marriageable age around 1813. The vicar at that time was Robert Gilbert, but he
seems to have been non-resident and all the parish work was performed by his curate,
James Willis, who had a daughter Sarah, of about the same age as John. James had
several other curacies at the same time as that of Dunnington, as was common at the
time, as well as the vicarage of Thorganby, where he had been Perpetual Curate (i.e
Vicar) since 1791, and had a series of his own curates in that village!
All the information I had to hand when I was investigating this section of my tree
seemed to suggest that it was Sarah who married our John and that her father
regarded this situation as an unsuitable marriage, cutting her off from the family.
Neither spouse is mentioned in James’ Will at his death in 1822, nor are any of their
children. Enough for Mr Hardy to write a novel!
In 1791 James had married Sarah Sarraude, daughter of John Sarraude, Vicar of
Sutton on Derwent and Elvington, a man of mysterious origins, both as to his family
background and the source of his wealth. Their daughter was named Sarah and
definitely existed although I was unable to find any more information on her at all.
Thus launched, I set to work on the Sarraude Connection.
I was able to gather a great deal of very helpful information on John Sarraude
Senior and traced his ancestry back a couple of generations to a gardener in
Wiltshire, Moses Sarraude who died in Wootton Bassett in 1784, but details of his
birth seemed non-existent. He was a part of the gentry level of Wiltshire society at
the time he made his Will in1734 and his eldest son John was born in 1711, so a
suggested birthdate for Moses could be around 1686.
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Now to me Sarraude sounds like a French name, and combined with the Christian
name Moses, suggests a Protestant connection, and the estimated date of Moses’
birth coincided with the last of the major Protestant refugee crises, so I immediately
thought “Huguenots!” and went happily finding out what I could about these
people and whether Sarraude was a known name in their records. It certainly turned
up on the other side of the Channel in areas previously associated with earlier
Protestantism of the Cathars, but little could be found in the United Kingdom of Great
Britain.
Further searches brought no relief; the family appears from nowhere in the early 18th
century and disappears entirely in the early 19th, when they were very well known in
the York area. John was a subscriber to the York to Kexby Bridge Turnpike and
mingled with the likes of the Sykes Family. The family graves form the flooring to the
chancel in Sutton on Derwent Church, leaving an impression of good solid worth.
All this and I still couldn’t get anywhere, so after a good few unsuccessful months, I
redirected my endeavours to checking sources from the beginning of the Sarraude
enquiries.
I hit gold almost immediately! John Barker had indeed married the vicar’s daughter,
but not she of the vicar of Dunnington, but she of the Vicar of Allerthorpe near
Pocklington. All the paperwork was available to prove this line, and I quickly
established a successful proveable line of ancestry along Wensleydale to the
Southern edges of Westmorland in the 1500’s.
The moral of this tale?
CHECK YOUR SOURCE

POOR RATES FOR CHRIST’S PARISH
(HOLY TRINITY KINGS COURT)
These records of the 1840s and 50s are currently being indexed by a small group of
Society members who meet at the Borthwick Institute on Tuesday afternoons. As
stated therein, the records constitute:
AN ASSESSMENT for the Relief of the Poor, of the Parish of Holy
Trinity or Christ in the City of York and for other Purposes chargeable
thereon, according to Law, made this (nineteenth) day of (July) in the year
of our Lord, One thousand eight hundred and (40s & 50s).
Declared “true & correct” by
Overseers (of the Poor):

Francis Plummer
Thos. Fawcett

Churchwardens:

J. L. Kendrew
Henry Routledge

The group is also indexing patients in York County Hospital. If you are interested in
joining, please meet us at the Borthwick.
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MARY PRESTON OF GILLYGATE
Her last Will and Testament, 1848

Given to us by a monthly speaker, found in the course of their research
Mary Preston, whose will follows, is amongst the citizens of Christ’s Parish listed as
paying Poor Rates for the upkeep of those in need (see previous page).
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Transcript:-

This is the last Will and Testament of me Mary Preston of Gillygate in
the suburbs of the City of York spinster made this twenty fourth day of May in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty eight. I give and bequeath
the several legacies hereinafter expressed to the several persons hereinafter
mentioned that is to say To my Brother Benjamin Agar Esquire nineteen
guineas And to my Nephew John Agar Esquire and Harriet his Wife nineteen
guineas each All the said legacies to be paid out of my personal estate within six
months next after my decease Also I give and bequeath to my said brother
Benjamin Agar the sum of five hundred pounds Also to my said Nephew John
Agar the sum of five hundred pounds And also to Nancy Brabiner the Wife of
John Brabiner the sum of one hundred pounds All the said last above mentioned
three legacies I direct to be paid out of my personal estate to the said several
legatees respectively within six months next after my decease by my executive
hereinafter named Also I give and bequeath to my Godchildren John Arthur
Barstow and Mary Anne Hoar the sum of one hundred pounds each the said
last two above mentioned legacies I direct to be paid out of my personal estate to
the said two legatees respectively within six months next after my decease And
also I give and grant to Ellen Deighton Servant to my late Sister Anne and
myself one annuity or twice-yearly sum of twenty five pounds for and during the
term of her natural life to be paid to her out of my personal estate by two equal
half yearly payments to be made in each year the first of such payments to
commence six months after my death And I direct that all the before mentioned
legacies and annuity shall be paid to the respective legatees and annuitant free
and clear of the legacy duty and of all other deductions whatsoever Also I give
and devise to my said Nephew John Agar my freehold messuage tenement or
dwellinghouse with its appurtenances situate in Petergate in the said City of York
formerly belonging to and occupied by my Grandmother Buxton deceased and
now in the occupation of Messsrs Hunter and Ward Confectioners To have and
to hold to my said Nephew John Agar his heirs and assigns absolutely for ever
and as to the residue of my personal estate and as to all my real estate
whatsoever and wheresoever I give devise and bequeath the same with their
respective appurtenances Unto and to the use of my Niece Elizabeth Agar
Spinster daughter of my said brother Benjamin Agar her heirs executors
administrators and assigns for ever And I appoint the said Elizabeth Agar sole
Executrix of this my last Will and Testament hereby revoking all my former Wills
In witness whereof I the said Mary Preston have hereunto set my hand and seal
the day and year first herein written – Mary Preston – the writing contained in
this sheet of paper was signed and sealed by Mary Preston of Gillygate in the
suburbs of the City of York Spinster and by her published and as and for her last
Will and Testament

Before taken over by Messrs. Hunter & Ward in April 1859, Miss Preston’s property
in Petergate had been occupied by William Henry Pickering.
(ref. Y/HTK/17)
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PEOPLE OF SHERIFF HUTTON 1099-1900
indexed by Tony Wright – a guide in date order
21. Surnames beginning with V & W to 1506

(Key to Sources, p.20 January 2008 Journal; for detail check the CD held at the Research Room)

1st name

Date

Surname

1301

Vacario

1449

Vycar

1609
1624
1624
1637
1819

Vaux
Vauze
Vauze
Ventris
Varey

Thomas
Thomas
Roger
Thomas
Hannah

1819
1819

Varey
Verity

William
Margaret

Had cottages in Sheriff Hutton, 1608/9
Had oxgangs &c West Lilling
Claimed freehold, West Lilling
Carved Heraldic Beasts, Sheriff Hutton Park
nee?, previously Topham, of Sheriff Hutton,
md. William Varey, 29/1/1819
md. Mrs. Hannah Topham of Sh.Httn, 29/1/1819
of West Lilling, married Benjamin Gortry, 1/2/1819

1301

filio Willelmi

Alano

Paid Lay Subsidy 1301 Stittenham

1301

de Waldo

Johanne

Paid 8d in Lay Subsidy Sheriff Hutton

1301
1301

Wreyde
Wridde

Roberto
Rogero

Paid 4s 0 1/4d in the Lay Subsidy Sheriff Hutton
Paid 3s 3d in the Lay Subsidy West Lilling

1322
1322

Ward
Wiles

John
Peter

1328

filio Willelmi

Roberto

Held 2 bovates, West Lilling, 31/12/1322
Sister, Ellen le Flemyng (née Wiles?), in receipt of
land, West Lilling, 31/12/1322
Paid 2s 1d in the Lay Subsidy 1327/8 Sh.Hutton

Nicholae
(Nicholaus)
Mr.

Finding

Source

Paid 3s/4d, Lay Subsidy Sheriff Hutton

Lay Subsidy, 30 Edw 1 in YASRS,
Vol 21, (1896) Sheriff Hutton
B.I., PRSH, "Churchwardens Book",
quoted in YAJ, pp185, 187 & 1553
(S.S., Vol 45, p122 (1451))
YASRS, Vol 53, p100
WYAS, TN/SH/B4/1, pp 47 & 49
WYAS, TN/SH/B4/1, p49
W.I., Treasure Survey, 1975, p9
YFH Soc., Vol 5, "PRs of St Mary,
Bishophill, p53
“
“

Possibly actually the Vicar, Sheriff Hutton

Lay Subsidy, 30 Edward I (1301) in
YASRS, Vol 21, (1896) Stittenham
Lay Subsidy, 30 Edw 1 (1301) in
YASRS, Vol 21, (1896) Sh.Hutton, p70
“
Lay Subsidy, 30 Edward 1 (1301) in
YASRS, Vol 21, (1896) West Lilling,
p70
HMC., Vol 78, i, p187
HMC., Vol 78, p187
Lay Subsidy, 1 Edward III, 1327/8,
Sheriff Hutton (YASRS., Vol 74, p142)

1345
1347
1371

Wright
Robert
de Wychington John
de Welle
John

1388
1400

de Wyclif
Witham

Robert
Family

1432

Witham

Thomas

1444

Walton

Thomas

1467

Washburn

Eleanor

1481

Westhorpe

Richard

1483

Woodville

Anthony,
Lord Rivers

1484
1485

Wylkynson
Wilson

Robert
Thomas

1486

Wardell

Thomas

1486

Watson

Thomas

Possibly of Cornbrough
Witnessed a charter at East Lilling
Chaplain, Ralph Nevill's Chantry in Sheriff Hutton
Church, 1370-1
Held 5 carucates, West Lilling
c1400-c1550 inc. connection with Cornbrough
Lord of Cornbrough under Nevile then Plantagenet
families. Chancellor of the Exchequer to Henry VII
& Edward IV. Md Agnes Thweng before 13/7/1432;
Father: Robert Witham of Grantham. Will dated
1/3/1474-5, proved 18/4/1481. Bd in the N. Aisle
"of Arkendale, hanged 1444, for stealing silver from
the Earl of Salisbury at Sheriff Hutton & Stamford"

Calendar Close Rolls., 1345, p657
YAS., MSS, Md 70
CPR., p366
Cal Inq P.M., p280 on
SS., Vol 144, p91 quoting MS Ashmole
831, ff.48v, 49r; MS Dodsworth 81, p151

CPR., Hen VI, II, p209; SS, "Test Ebor
III", p209; Memorial in church
"Local Disorder in the Honour of
Knaresborough, c1438–1461 and the
National Context" by Ruth Wilcock in
Northern History, Vol. XLI, Nº 1, March
2004, (pp39-80), p59 quoting TNA:
P.R.O. Justice of Gaol Delivery: Gaol
delivery rolls and files Just 3/211

Father Norman Washburn; md Richard Scrope in the
chapel of Sheriff Hutton Castle
SS., Vol 45, pp297, 338
Living 1481, described as Lord of Cornbrough;
J. Rushton, "The Ryedale Story", p61;
his administration 1497
RT.
Will made 23/6/1483 and composed verses whilst
imprisoned Sheriff Hutton Castle; executed
DNB, "Woodville"; Gairdner,
25/6/1483, Pontefract
Richard III, p72
Received an annuity from Sheriff Hutton
CPR., p376
Gardener, appointed keeper of the gardens at Sh.
CPR., Hen VII, 1485 - 94, p55; ib, Hen
Hutton Castle 23/8/1485, died before 22/7/1497
VII, II, p113; Rolls Series, 60, p224
(1485)
Auditor of lands inc. Sheriff Hutton, 1486 onwards CPR., Hen VII, 1, p71
brn c1486; labourer, Sheriff Hutton Castle, 1536-7; TNA (PRO), E101 484/3, f.24r;
living 1556, Farlington
YASRS., Vol 114, p88

1486

Wheler

Ric.

1491

Welden

Christopher

1491

Welden

Johannet

1491

Witham

Agnes

1491

Wright

John

1497

Willy

William

1498

Wyndham

Alice

1506

Walker

Thomas

1506

West

Robert

1506

Whaitkak

W.

1506

Whitecake

Isabella

1506

Whitecake

Thomas

1506

Whitecake

William

1506

Whitecake

William

Will proved, "of Shereveton" (Sarum Dioc.)
HMC, 9th Report, p109a in
Is this really Sheriff Hutton?
"Canterbury, Corporation of .."
md to Johannet, both servants to Agnes Witham,
who died 1495
SS., Vol 45 (Agnes' will)
md to Christopher, both servants to Agnes Witham,
who died 1495
SS., Vol 45 (Agnes' will)
née Thweng. Md to Thomas Witham of Cornbro’,
father William Thweng, mother Joan Thweng. She SS., "Test. Ebor.", III, p265n; memorial
made her will 12/1/1490-1 & 'twas proved 5/10/1495.in North Aisle; SS., Vol 45, passim;
Bd in the North Aisle of Sheriff Hutton Church
YAJ., Vol 17, p319
alias Whelwright bn c1491, living 1556, Sh.Hutton,
husbandman; possibly the same John Wright who YASRS., Vol 114, p88; TNA (PRO),
was carrying to Sheriff Hutton Castle, 1536-7
E101 484/3, f.25v, 26r
Keeper of the Orchard, Sheriff Hutton before his
L&P Hen VIII., 1(1), No 1494; CPR.,
death in Nov. 1512; granted it 22/7/1497
Hen VII, II, p113
of Sh.Hutton, license to the Vicar of Sh.Hutton
to marry her to Geoffrey Ratcliff at Sh.Hutton,
SS., Vol 45, p361 quoting Reg.
8/9/1498
Rotherham 264a
Chantry Priest, Sheriff Hutton Castle until his death
before 22/6/1506
CPR., Hen VII, II, p495
Chantry Priest, Sheriff Hutton, 1506 on
CPR., Hen VIII, II, p495
Associated with the Vicar of Sheriff Hutton,
Wm. Nelson in York Registry
md to William Whitecake of Sheriff Hutton,
who died 1506 (son: Thomas)
Son of William Whitecake of Sheriff Hutton,
who died 1506 (wife: Isabella)
md to Isabella Whitecake of Sheriff Hutton, made
his will 28/3/1506, proved 18/7/1506 (son: Thomas)
bn c1506; carried to Sheriff Hutton Castle, 1537;
living 1556 at Sheriff Hutton, husbandman

J. Purvis, "Tudor Crockford", Wilson
quo. p.6.22
RT., 6-222
RT., 6-222
RT., 6-222
TNA (PRO), E101 484/3, f.25r;
YASRS., Vol 114, p88; BI., PRSH13,
f.9r (1540)

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
Roz Gray

Data Protection Law
Under the General Data Protection Regulation (GPDR) any member who
does not wish their personal details to be held by the Society should please
inform the Membership Secretary. We use this information to record
payments and send out the Journals.
Please remember to update your email addresses and changes to telephone
numbers with the Membership Secretary (see inner front cover).

New Members:
3297 Mr. Geoff Huntriss
3298/ Mrs. Danielle Waller
3299 Mr. Waller (joint membership)

3300 Mrs Kathy Harrison
3301 Mrs Elizabeth Brown
3302 Mrs Crystal Prescott

Deaths
3296 Mr. David Lee, whose embership has now passed to his son, Dr. Kevin Lee,
interests shown below:
MEMBERS’ INTERESTS
Roy Evans
As we can no longer give out members’ contact details without their written
permission, contact with the contributing member may be made via the Members’
Interests Secretary (see inner front cover).
Chapman
Contributing
Interest
Place
County Code
From
To
Member
Allan
Cayley
Conyers
Danby
Dodsworth
Drewry
Frankland
Norton
Pigot
Rokeby
Smelt
Stapleton
Tankred
Ward
Warde
Wastell
Wyville

ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL

City of York & District

ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL

1570
1694
1550
1575
1590
1660
1650
1465
1440
1535
ALL
1487
1600
1547
1572
1600
1461

81

-

3296
3296
3296
3296
3296
3296
3296
3296
3296
3296
3296
3296
3296
3296
3296
3296
3296
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MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS ON CD
with photographs of each memorial
£4.00 each
Acaster Malbis
Acaster Selby
Acomb
Aldwark & Raskelf *
Alne
Appleton le Street
Appleton Roebuck
Askham Bryan & Askham Richard $
Barton le Street
Bilbrough & Bilton in Ainsty
Birdforth & Thormanby
Bishopthorpe
Bolton Percy & Colton
Bossall
Brandsby
Cawood
Copmanthorpe
Coxwold
Crayke
Dalby & Whenby
Dringhouse Church & Cemetery*
Easingwold
Flaxton
Foston
Gate & Upper Helmsley
Haxby & Wigginton + New Cemetery
Healaugh & Wighill
Holtby & Warthill
Hovingham & Scackleton #
Huntington

Husthwaite, Carlton Husthwaite + Cemetery
Kirkby Wharfe $
Langton
Long Marston
Moor Monkton & Hessay
Myton on Swale
Newton Kyme, Thorp Arch & Walton in Ainsty $
Newton on Ouse $
Osbaldwick & Murton
Poppleton, Nether & Upper
Ryther & Wistow *
Rufforth
Sand Hutton
Saxton in Elmet
Sherburn in Elmet
Sheriff Hutton, Farlington & Marton
Shipton by Beningbrough & Overton
Skelton
Slingsby
Stillington
Stockton on the Forest
Strensall St. Mary + Garrison Church + Cemetery $
Sutton on the Forest
Terrington
Welburn (+ Burial Book 1865 - 2007)
Whitwell
* new in 2018

$ new in 2017

Also available as DOWNLOADS for £3.00

Malton Cemetery Monumental Inscriptions
CD £10.00

DOWNLOAD £7.50

More than 2500 monuments, all with photographs and transcriptions fully indexed with plans and searchable.

Monumental Inscription CDs WITHOUT Photographs - £3.00 each
Fulford (Old Church)

DOWNLOAD £2.00

York Cemetery Monumental Inscriptions
CD £12.00
DOWNLOAD £10.00
Over 42,000 names on 17,000 memorials, indexed and searchable
NO photographs
3

YORK CITY MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS (MIs)
York City Parish Churches:
A: St. Clement; Holy Trinity Micklegate; St. Mary, Bishophill Junior & Senior
B: All Saints North Street; St. Martin-cum-Gregory; Bar Convent;
Cholera Burial Ground; St. John Ouse Bridge (Micklegate)
C: St. Martin Coney Street; St. Michael Spurriergate; St. Mary Castlegate
D: St. Olave Marygate
E: All Saints Pavement; St. Helen Stonegate; St. Michael-le-Belfrey; St. Sampson
F: Holy Trinity King’s Court; St. Crux; St. Cuthbert; St. Maurice; St. Saviour;
Holy Trinity Goodramgate
G: St. Margaret; St. Denys; St. George; St. Lawrence
H: Friends Burial Ground; Friends Burial Grounds (various)
CD
£7.00
DOWNLOAD £6.00
Monumental Inscription Index To York Churches

(1 fiche)

£0.50

Parish Church Monumental Inscriptions on Microfiche

£0.50 each

Bishop Wilton - Bulmer & Dalby - Buttercrambe - Elvington * Escrick * Goodmanham - Naburn* - Skipwith*- Stillingfleet * Thorganby *
* Published by kind permission of the East Yorkshire Family History Society

York Cemetery MIs Name Index

CD £2.00
DOWNLOAD £1.50

Fulford Cemetery MIs Name Index

CD £3.00
DOWNLOAD £2.00
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CENSUS INDEXES - covering the Archdeaconry of York
1851 Census Index
1891 Census Index

CD £7.50
CD £8.00

PARISH REGISTERS Booklets ( incl p & p)
St. Martin, Coney Street
Holy Trinity, Kings Court
St. Giles, Copmanthorpe

1813 - 1837
1813 - 1837
1813 - 1837

£1.00
£1.00
£1.00
Complete Set (3 booklets)

£2.50

YORK CITY MARRIAGE INDEXES
An index to the marriages in York city churches showing date, bride, groom & church
1538 to 1700

CD
DOWNLOAD

£8.00
£6.00

1701 to 1837

CD
DOWNLOAD

£8.00
£6.00

MISCELLANEOUS
CD £2.00 each DOWNLOAD £1.50 each
York’s Darkest Hour - The Baedeker Raid
Roll of Honour (NE Railway) 1914-18
1723 Oath of Allegiance
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - The Poll Book – City of York 1820
(1 fiche)
£1.00
York Cemetery Map
paper copy
£0.25
York Parish Map
paper copy
£0.25
Ancestry Chart
paper copy
£0.25
For paper copy items please enclose SAE
Paper copy items available free to download in members’ area of website

Family History Work Book
£4.00 ( + £1.40 p&p)
40 pages in an easy to carry A4 booklet,
contains a central family chart with a page for each section of your family.
Record births, marriages, deaths, children and census details &
carry it with you on your research trips.
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ARCHDEACONRY OF YORK - BURIALS 1750 - 1779

City of York & Ainsty Parishes

1750 - 1779

CD £10.00

DOWNLOAD £8.00

Ainsty - Acaster Malbis, Acomb, Askham Bryan, Askham Richard, Bilbrough, Bilton In Ainsty,
Bishopthorpe, Bolton Percy, Copmanthorpe, Healaugh, Long Marston, Moor Monkton with
Hessay, Nether Poppleton, Rufforth, Thorp Arch, Walton In Ainsty, Wighill,
York - All Saints North Street, All Saints Pavement, Holy Trinity Goodramgate, Holy Trinity
King’s Court, Holy Trinity Micklegate, St. Crux, St. Cuthbert, St. Denys/St. George, St. Helen
Stonegate, St. John Ousebridge, St. Lawrence, St. Margaret Walmgate, St. Martin Coney Street,
St. Martin cum Gregory, St. Mary Bishophill Jnr, St. Mary Bishophill Snr, St. Mary Castlegate,
St. Maurice, St. Michael le Belfry, St. Michael Spurriergate, St. Olave, St. Sampson, St. Saviour.
ARCHDEACONRY OF YORK - BURIALS 1780 - 1812

City of York & Ainsty Parishes

1780 - 1812

CD £7.00

DOWNLOAD £5.50

Ainsty - Acaster Malbis, Acomb, Askham Bryan, Askham Richard, Bilbrough, Bilton in Ainsty,
Bishopthorpe, Bolton Percy, Copmanthorpe, Healaugh, Long Marston, Moor Monkton with
Hessay, Nether Poppleton, Rufforth, Thorp Arch, Walton In Ainsty, Wighill,
York - All Saints North Street, All Saints Pavement, Holy Trinity Goodramgate, Holy Trinity
King’s Court, Holy Trinity Micklegate, St. Crux, St. Cuthbert, St. Denys/St. George, St. Helen
Stonegate, St. John Ousebridge, St. Lawrence, St. Margaret Walmgate, St. Martin Coney Street,
St. Martin cum Gregory, St. Mary Bishophill Jnr, St. Mary Bishophill Snr, St. Mary Castlegate,
St. Maurice, St. Michael le Belfry, St. Michael Spurriergate, St. Olave, St. Sampson, St. Saviour.

East Riding Parishes 1780 - 1812

CD £7.00

DOWNLOAD £5.50

Acklam & Leavening, Aughton, Barlby, Barmby Moor, Birdsall, Bishop Wilton, Bubwith,
Bugthorpe, Burnby, Burythorpe, Catton, Dunnington, Ellerton, Elvington, Escrick, Everingham,
Fangfoss, Fulford, Full Sutton, Great Givendale, Goodmanham, Harswell, Hayton, Hemingbrough,
Heslington, Holme on Spalding Moor, Huggate, Kilnwick Percy, Kirby Grindalythe, Kirby
Underdale, Langton, Londesborough, Market Weighton, Millington, Naburn, North Grimston,
Norton, Nunburnholme, Pocklington, Riccall, Rillington, Scrayingham, Seaton Ross, Settrington,
Sherburn in Hartford Lythe, Shiptonthorpe, Skipwith, Skirpenbeck, Stillingfleet, Sutton on
Derwent, Thorganby, Thornton On Spalding Moor with Allerthorpe, Thorpe Bassett,
Weaverthorpe, West Heslerton, Westow, Wharram Le Street, Wharram Percy, Wheldrake,
Wilberfoss, Wintringham, Yapham, Yedingham

North Riding Parishes 1780 - 1812

CD £7.00

DOWNLOAD £5.50

Alne, Appleton le Street, Barton le Street, Birdforth, Bossall, Brafferton, Brandsby, Bulmer,
Coxwold, Crambe, Crayke, Dalby, Easingwold, Farlington, Foston, Gate Helmsley, Haxby, Holtby,
Hovingham, Huntington, Husthwaite cum Carlton, Huttons Ambo, Malton-New, Malton-Old,
Marton cum Moxby, Myton on Swale, Newton on Ouse, Osbaldwick, Overton, Raskelf, Sheriff
Hutton, Skelton, Slingsby, Stillington, Stockton on the Forest, Strensall, Sutton on the Forest,
Terrington, Thormanby, Upper Helmsley, Warthill, Whenby, Wigginton.

West Riding Parishes 1780 - 1812

CD £7.00

DOWNLOAD £5.50

Aberford, Birkin, Bramham, Brayton, Carlton by Snaith, Cawood, Church Fenton, Drax,
Kirby Wharfe, Ledsham, Monk Fryston, Newton Kyme, Ryther cum Ossendike, Saxton, Selby,
Sherburn In Elmet, Tadcaster, Wistow

Archdeaconry of York Complete Burial Transcripts 1780 - 1812
(all of the above 4 CDs covering 165 Parishes - over 61,000 names, on one CD)
CD £12.00
DOWNLOAD 10.00
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ARCHDEACONRY OF YORK — BURIALS 1813-1837

City of York, Ainsty and New Boundary Parishes

1813 - 1837

CD £6.00
DOWNLOAD £5.00

Ainsty - Acaster Malbis, Acomb, Askham Bryan, Askham Richard, Bilbrough, Bilton In Ainsty,
Bishopthorpe, Bolton Percy, Copmanthorpe, Dringhouses, Dunnington, Elvington, Fulford, Haxby,
Healaugh, Heslington, Holtby, Huntington, Long Marston, Moor Monkton, Naburn, Nether Poppleton,
Osbaldwick, Rufforth, Skelton, Stockton on Forest, Strensall, Thorp Arch, Upper Poppleton,
Walton In Ainsty, Wheldrake, Wigginton, Wighill.
York - All Saints North Street, All Saints Pavement, Holy Trinity Goodramgate, Holy Trinity King’s Court,
Holy Trinity Micklegate, St. Crux, St. Cuthbert, St. Denys/St. George, St. Helen Stonegate, St. John Ousebridge,
St. Lawrence, St. Margaret Walmgate, St. Martin Coney Street, St. Martin cum Gregory, St. Mary Bishophill Jnr,
St. Mary Bishophill Snr, St. Mary Castlegate, St. Maurice, St. Michael le Belfry, St. Michael Spurriergate, St. Olave,
St. Sampson, St.Saviour.

East Riding Parishes

1813 - 1837

CD £5.00
DOWNLOAD £4.00

Acklam & Leavening, Allerthorpe, Aughton, Barlby, Barmby Moor, Birdsall, Bishop Wilton, Bubwith,
Bugthorpe, Burnby, Burythorpe, Catton, Ellerton, Escrick, Everingham, Fangfoss, Full Sutton,
Great Givendale, Goodmanham, Harswell, Hayton, Hemingbrough, Holme on Spalding Moor, Huggate,
Kilnwick Percy, Kirby Grindalythe, Kirby Underdale, Langton, Londesborough, Market Weighton,
Millington, North Grimston, Norton, Nunburnholme, Pocklington, Riccall, Rillington, Scrayingham,
Seaton Ross, Settrington, Sherburn in Hartford Lythe, Shiptonthorpe, Skipwith, Skirpenbeck, Stillingfleet,
Sutton on Derwent, Thorganby, Thornton On Spalding Moor, Thorpe Bassett, Warter, Weaverthorpe,
West Heslerton, Westow, Wharram Le Street, Wharram Percy, Wilberfoss, Wintringham, Yedingham

North Riding Parishes

1813 - 1837

CD £4.00
DOWNLOAD £3.00

Alne, Appleton le Street, Barton le Street, Birdforth, Bossall, Brafferton, Brandsby, Bulmer, Coxwold,
Crambe, Crayke, Easingwold, Farlington, Foston, Gate Helmsley, Haxby, Holtby, Hovingham,
Huntington, Husthwaite cum Carlton, Huttons Ambo, Malton, Myton on Swale, New Malton,
Newton on Ouse, Old Malton, Osbaldwick, Overton, Raskelf, Sheriff Hutton, Slingsby, Stillington,
Stockton on the Forest, Strensall, Sutton on the Forest, Terrington, Thormanby, Upper Helmsley,
Warthill, Wigginton.

West Riding Parishes

1813 - 1837

CD £3.50
DOWNLOAD £2.50

Aberford, Birkin, Boston Spa, Bramham, Brayton, Carlton by Snaith, Cawood, Church Fenton,
Drax, Kirby Wharfe, Ledsham, Monk Fryston, Newton Kyme, Ryther cum Ossendike, Saxton, Selby,
Sherburn In Elmet, Tadcaster, Wistow

Archdeaconry of York - Complete Burial Index 1813 - 1837
(all of the above Parishes - almost 60,000 names on one CD)
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CD £12.00
DOWNLOAD £10.00

The City of York & District Family History Society
Founded 1975
Meetings are held once a month (except January) on the first
WEDNESDAY of each month
at 7.00 pm, for 7.30 pm start, until 9.30 pm
in
The New Earswick Bowls Club, Huntington Road, York YO32 9PX
*£1 ADMISSION FOR MEMBERS*
*£2 ADMISSION NON-MEMBERS *
*FREE CAR PARKING *
*DISABLED ACCESS*
*REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE*
*HELP & ADVICE - BOOKSTALL & PUBLICATIONS*
We are pleased to welcome all those with an interest in
family history, whether it be local or not
For further details about the Society and membership
send a stamped addressed envelope or 2 IRC’s to:
The Secretary,
Mrs Bobbie Bateman, 10 Beans Way, Stockton Lane,
YORK YO31 1HU
or Email: secretary@yorkfamilyhistory.org.uk
Family History Research Room,
The Raylor Centre,
James Street,
YORK
Y010 3DW
Open Tuesdays & Thursdays
10am – 4pm - Booking advisable
Other days and times by arrangement

Phone: 01904 412204
or Email: yorkfamilyhistory@btopenworld.com

The rights of the Society have been asserted by them in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.
No part of the publications listed herein may be reproduced, stored in a computer retrieval system or transmitted in any
form by any means electronic, mechanical, photocopying or otherwise without prior written permission from the Society
Published by The City Of York & District Family History Society © 09/2018
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MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS
Dear Members,
This will be the last M.I. report from myself as I have decided to retire from the rôle as
M.I. Coordinator. We have just released our final CD covering the Wistow and
Ryther Parish Churchyards.
I have enjoyed the rôle for the last 11 years having been asked by Pam Elliott to
consider the rôle whilst recording at Bossall on 11th June 2007, an offer which I
accepted. I have had help from many past and present members, far too many to
name. I estimate that I have driven over 18,000 miles in total and have collected
Inscriptions from most of the area covered by the York Diocese resulting in the
production of approximately 60 CDs for the Society.
I would like to give thanks for help to the remaining two members of my little Team.
Thanks to Roz Gray, who has been with me for a number of years, for her fun and
ability to clean even the most difficult of memorials. Roz has accompanied us
through the heat of the day and the cold of winter days.
My final thanks go to Yvonne Clarke without whom the work and production of the
CDs just would not have been completed. I fail to work out how many photographs
Yvonne must have taken but it must be in the region of 100s of thousands, all of
which had to be read, edited and entered into tables for the CDs, not to mention the
typing up of the Inscriptions.
So thank you to all who have helped over the years and, as I say, special thanks to
Roz and Yvonne. Thank you. Your help made my job so easy.
Mike Smith

New to FindMyPast:
Yorkshire Baptisms
Over 5,000 new records covering baptisms performed between 1744 and 1917 at the
Northowram Independent chapel in Calderdale, West Yorkshire, have been added to
the collection of Yorkshire Baptisms.
The information contained within each record may vary but most transcripts typically
list the child's name, year of baptism, place of baptism, and the names of the parents.
Images of the original documents may reveal additional information.

Yorkshire Burials
Over 9,000 new records covering baptisms performed between 1797 and 1992 at the
Northowram Independent chapel in Calderdale, West Yorkshire, have been added to
the collection of Yorkshire Burials.

City of York & District
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YORK FAMILY HISTORY RESEARCH ROOM
The Raylor Centre, James Street, YORK YO10 3DW
(details on back cover)
The Research Room is open two days a week,
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10am to 4pm,
and may be opened at other times by request.
Come in to see our collections!
Perhaps we could also assist if you need help with searching Ancestry & FMP
New additions to the Research Room Library:
Books
Ancient Guild Hall of the Company of Merchant Adventurers of the City of York.
Beverley Queensgate Cemetery Monumental Inscriptions
CURTIES Pedigree
East Moor Experience
Fairfax House
Flamborough Monumental Inscriptions
Halifax crew – story of a wartime Bomber Crew
History of the York Railway Institute 1889-1989
Northern Cemetery, Hull part 7 Monumental Inscriptions
Parish Register of St Mary, Beverley 1561-1638
RAF Pocklington & RAF Elvington War diaries
Treasurer’s House
York Minster
Booklets
Carved figures in the courtyard of St William’s College.
Derventio (Malton) Roman Fort and Civilian Settlement
78 Squadron RAF Breighton
Leaflets
A walk round St Olave’s Church
The Slingsby Chapel & Monuments in Knaresborough Parish Church
Journals
The Ancestral Searcher
Descent Journal of the Society of Australia Genealogists 2010, 2012 & 2016

-

All the Society’s publications and vast collection of holdings held in the
Research Room can be found on the website:
www.yorkfamilyhistory.org.uk
click on ‘Services’ and a drop down menu will appear with ‘Research Room’
where you will find the link to the recently updated catalogue.
Pam Elliott
Research Room Manager & Archivist

City of York & District

83

Vol.19 No.3, Oct 2018

HORRIBLE DEATH FROM SUFFOCATION IN YORK
AND THE INSPECTOR OF NUISANCES
A. K. Norton (member 3115)

C

hristopher Lacy was born in 1814 in Wheldrake in the East Riding of
Yorkshire. Son of Thomas Lacy and Mary Gray he was baptised on the 13th
November 1814 in the Parish Church, Wheldrake. According to the 1841
Census he was living in Thorganby, his occupation joiner. Lacy is my maternal family
line, Christopher would have been my first cousin four times removed.
There was something strange, perhaps unusual, about the death certificate which had
dropped through the letter box and which I was now holding. The cause of death
was listed as Suffocation. Anyone who has done family history will be familiar with
suffocation as a cause of death, usually it is the cause of the demise of an infant who
has been ‘overlaid’. However the deceased was a man of 36 years of age and the
certificate had been signed by the Deputy Coroner of York on the 28th September
1850. “Curiouser and Curiouser” as Alice once said. I determined that on my next
trip to London I would visit the National Newspaper Library at Colindale and do
some digging. Colindale proved to be a mine of information when I discovered the
following headline in The Farmer’s Friend and Freeman’s Journal for 7 th
September 1850.
NB I warn readers if they are of a sensitive nature, have just had a meal or are about
to have one then brace yourselves!
Horrible Death From Suffocation in York and the Inspector of Nuisances
On Thursday morning last, the utmost confusion prevailed in the neighbourhood of
Hungate, in consequence of a report being circulated which unhappily proved to be
too true, that a man had been found dead in a privy in Garden Place, under
circumstances of the most horrifying description. It is scarcely possible to convey to
the public a true picture of the place where the calamitous event we are now
endeavouring to describe has happened, but must leave our readers to form their
own opinions upon the painful facts as produced by the evidence of the several
witnesses examined on the inquest, and particularly to the important testimony of
Mr. Allen, surgeon. From these it will be ascertained that a nuisance of the most
alarming character has long existed in Garden Place, and although frequently
complained of, no decisive step has ever been taken for its removal. It was even
asserted by several of the jurors during the melancholy enquiry that the existence of
the dangerous place in question has been known to the authorities for months past!
A better source for generating every description of fever cannot possibly be found in
this city – we hope not even in the country. The obnoxious effluvia arising from this
privy is such, that it is astonishing how the densely populated neighbourhood
around it can ever be free from the most virulent and destructive disease.
Having said this much we will now proceed to lay the melancholy details before our
readers. It appears that a few minutes before seven o’clock on Thursday morning, a
young man named Parker was proceeding along Garden Place to pursue his
ordinary employment in High Ousegate, when he had occasion to enter a place of
convenience adjoining the privy in question. On entering, he perceived the legs of a
man extended on the floor, which alarmed him very much, and without waiting to
ascertain any further, he rushed into the street, and informed a man named Reed, who
resides directly opposite the spot, of what he had observed. Reed accompanied
Parker to the privy, and having laid hold of the man’s legs, they concluded that the
man was dead.
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Parker immediately went in search of assistance, but not succeeding, a man named
Jacques went in quest of a policeman, and he came up with Catton, police-officer, to
whom he related the discovery made by Parker. Catton immediately repaired to
Garden Place, and a lighted candle having been procured, he found the lifeless body
of a respectably dressed young man, laid on his back in a cesspool in the floor of the
privy, the face being covered excepting from the forehead to the end of the nose,
with urine; the shoulders and down to the lower part of the body were also covered
with night soil. The unfortunate man was removed to Mr. Swales’ The Wheat Sheaf
Inn, Hungate, and Mr. Allen’s assistant was promptly in attendance. By his
directions warm water was applied to his feet, but this proved of no avail, and when
the features had been cleared of noxious matter in which they had been embedded in
the privy, the body was recognised as that of Christopher Lacy, joiner, native of
Wheldrake, but who had been up to within a recent period employed at Clifton.
At two o’clock in the afternoon of Thursday, J. P. Wood, Esq., deputy-coroner, held
an inquest on the body, at The Wheat Sheaf Inn, when the following witnesses were
examined:--Benjamin Parker, in the employ of Mr. Graves, grocer, High Ousegate, proved
that he found the body of Lacy laid on his back in a cesspool in the privy. [The
cesspool extends over nearly the whole floor between the wall and the privy seat,
but nothing transpired today showing how it had been made whether wilfully or
accidentally.] He obtained assistance and the body was removed to The Wheat
Sheaf. When the witness first discovered the body he felt alarmed, and was afraid to
touch it until he had obtained the presence of someone else. He was satisfied in his
own mind that Lacy was dead when he first discovered him, as the leg felt stiff when
he endeavoured to raise it. Not more than five minutes intervened from the time the
witness first found the corpse to its removal from the privy. His dress did not seem in
any way disturbed except the coat, which was done in pulling him out of the hole.
His right arm was a little out of the water, but it had the appearance of having been
amongst the soil.
Benjamin Lacy, farmer, of Wheldrake, identified the body as that of his brother,
Christopher Lacy, who was from 30 to 32 years of age. (He was 36 years old).
Deceased had been residing in York and Clifton for some time, and was last at
Wheldrake on Tuesday week. He had rather been given to intemperance lately.
Wm. Reed, tailor, in Garden-place, confirmed last witness as to the finding of the
body, and its subsequent removal. Witness saw deceased and other three men pass
his house about five o'clock on the previous day, at which time deceased appeared to
be in liquor.
A Juror—Do you know how long .this privy has been in the state in which we have
just seen it?
Reed—I do not know.
The witness Parker—I believe it has been six months. There is a door to the privy,
but it is generally left open.
Hugh Moore, shoemaker, Hungate, was called, but his testimony had no direct
bearing upon the matter for investigation.
Edward Turpin a groom, residing in Drummond's-square, Hungate, deposed that he
had not known deceased more than two or three weeks. Saw him on the preceding
night in Mr. Wade's public-house, Hungate. Deceased paid for a pint of ale about
nine o’clock, but declined drinking anything himself. In the early part of the night he
appeared rather fresh, but having had a sleep, he was much better.
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Deceased and witness left Mr. Wade's about half-past ten o'clock, when witness took
him to a house in Wesley-place, where he said he lodged. At that time he walked
well, and seemed to know what he was doing. The house he said he had lodged at is
next to Garnett's public-house and they knocked at the door when the landlady
(Mrs. Kilner) opened the window, and said he had not lodged there for twelve
months, and she could not then do with him. They then returned to Mr. Wade's, but
the door was locked. Deceased then showed witness half-a-crown, and some copper,
and after shaking hands and promising to meet next morning at Mr. Wade's, they
separated, deceased remarking something about going to Clifton. It was about a
quarter or twenty minutes to twelve they separated at which time deceased appeared
to be getting sober.
Elizabeth Kilner, widow, of Wesley-place, said that deceased lodged at her house,
about twelve months ago, but having other lodgers she could not accommodate him
at the time referred to by the last witness. When at her house, deceased would
frequently get tipsy, go into a privy in Black Horse passage, and fall asleep. He had
latterly been lodging at Mr. Whincup's, shoemaker, Clifton.
William Catton, police-officer, was on duty in Pavement about two minutes to
seven o'clock that morning, when he was informed that a man had been found dead
in Gardenplace. He proceeded to the place, and there found Lacy laid dead in a
cesspool in the privy in question. He was removed to The Wheat Sheaf, and his feet
placed in warm water, after he had been laid on a bed. Subsequently examined
deceased's pockets, and amongst other things found in his pockets a half crown and
five pence in copper.
A Juror here asked witness if the deceased was so laid as to render it impossible for
him to get out of the cesspool?
Witness—If a man fell into the cesspool in a similar position to the deceased, he did
not care how sober he was, he could not extricate himself.
Mr. O. Allen, Esq., surgeon, was called upon a little before eight o'clock in the
morning to see deceased whom he found laid on a bed at The Wheat Sheaf. He
examined the body which smelled very strongly of night soil; he was quite dead at
the time, and appeared to have been so for some hours. There was a slight warmth
about the chest, but the extremities were quite cold. From the evidence which had
been given, witness had no doubt that deceased had been suffocated in the hole into
which he had fallen. The place was an exceedingly dangerous one, and a man had
informed him that a child of his had narrowly escaped being drowned in it. Witness
was of the opinion that deceased had been suffocated by urine and feculent matter.
Mr. Hepple, a juror—It is a great pity that this and many other places of a
dangerous description should be allowed to exist. There was one in Stonebow-lane,
to which the attention of the authorities had been directed for two or three years, and
still it was allowed to continue.
Mr. Allen—The place where the deceased was found is likely to be injurious to the
neighbourhood as well as injurious to life from the noxious gases generated. Of the
250th part of sulphuretted hydrogen produced in this place, well diluted with pure air,
still there would be sufficient of noxious gas left to poison a horse. It was
exceedingly dangerous for any person to go into this privy. If a party went there
attacked with a bowel complaint, they might be seized with dizziness, and so fall a
victim to the state of the place; it is also dangerous from its exposed condition.
This being the whole of the evidence, the coroner said the Jury would now consider
their verdict.
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He thought from the testimony which had been given there could no doubt death
had been produced by suffocation. Whether the jury would think proper to
accompany their verdict with any recommendation was another matter, no doubt if
they did make any representation as to the state of the place which they had seen it
would be properly attended to.
A Juror suggested that an unanimous vote of censure upon the inspector of
nuisances should be agreed to by the jury for his gross neglect.
Sergt. Mountain, of the police force, said he had himself warned Mr. Bennett about
the privy in question.
Another Juror suggested that the jury should express their abhorrence at the
conduct of both the inspector of nuisances and Mr. Bennett. The inspector of
nuisances was paid to look after such nuisances as the one in question, and in this
and other instances he seemed to have been guilty of a gross dereliction of duty.
A form, in the shape of an accompaniment to the verdict, was here read by the
deputy coroner, expressive of the opinion of the jury as to the dangerous acid
noxious state the privy which ought long ago to have been looked after, and the
nuisance removed, with a hope that this notice of the matter would produce such a
result.
During the day, hundreds of people visited the privy where this frightful occurrence
happened, and but one opinion prevailed as to its dangerous and injurious state.

The Farmer’s Friend and Freeman’s Journal, 14th September 1850.
The Late Horrible Death from Suffocation in York and the Inspector of Nuisances
The lamentable death of a young man named Lacy, the circumstances of which we
attempted to describe in our last week’s paper, ought not to be passed over without
some further notice from us.
It was stated at the inquest that the place where the body of the unfortunate young
man was found had often been complained of to the public authorities as a nuisance
of the most dangerous description!
Now, if this be true, we venture to inquire why the Inspector of Nuisances did not lay
the requisite information before the magistrates, and why he did not cause the
nuisance to be abated? It is most important for the preservation of the health of our
fellow citizens that every public nuisance should lie abolished as speedily as possible,
and we therefore invite information and statements of the facts in order that it may be
ascertained whether there has been negligence in the public surveyor or with the
magistrates, or with the inhabitants residing in the immediate neighbourhood of the
nuisance, and therefore most likely to be cognizant of the existence of the nuisance
itself. An enquiry is due to the public who demand a fair and strict account of the
whole matter. That there was fault and negligence with somebody seems to be
undenied and undeniable. Was such fault with the occupier of the property or the
owner of it?
Were the neighbours silent when they ought to have given information of the
existence of the nuisance to the city surveyor of nuisances? Was such information in
fact given to the city authorities, and if so which of them, and when was it given?
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Did the official person or persons to whom such information was given act upon such
information with due degree of promptitude, or did he or they (as they are said too
often have done) shirk the inquiry or wink at it? To these and similar questions
distinct answers ought to be required and received by our fellow citizens and if the
magistrates or the Local Board of Health do not promote the enquiry we intend to
collect and publish further particulars at an early opportunity.

Funny Facts from the 1500s:

Brian Kingston (member 904)

When burial places began to run out, people would dig up old
coffins, take the bones to a “bone house” and re-use the grave.

On

reopening these coffins, one in twenty-five was found to have scratch
marks on the inside and it was realized people had been buried alive.
As a result, a string was tied on the wrist of the corpse, leading
from the coffin up through the ground and tied to a bell.

Someone

would sit out in the graveyard all night, the “graveyard shift”, to
listen for the bell; thus, someone could be “saved by the bell” or was
considered a “dead ringer”.
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CLIFTON CLIPPINGS
William Edward Wright, Schoolteacher
WRIGHT, William Edward
Male aged 36
Married
Residence not stated
Occupation Teacher
Final entry (in vol.) October 1903 – still in
Additional info: Has 5 children.
Mrs WRIGHT (wife)
Hotham School
Brough, East Yorks

admitted 8 December 1894

Ref: CLF 6/5/1/12 – 3233

Above is a copy of an indexing slip produced by the group working with the
Mental Hospitals records held at the Borthwick Institute for Archives. The story of
William Edward WRIGHT’s admission to Clifton Lunatic Asylum is recounted in
an unattributed press cutting pasted into the hospital case book, as is a
photograph.
ATTACK ON A WIFE AT HOTHAM.
William Edward Wright (36), teacher,
was indicted for causing grievous bodily
harm to Mary Elizabeth Wright, with
intent to murder, at Hotham, on 12th June.
Mr. Gawan Taylor and Mr. Fry
prosecuted, and Mr. C. Mellor
defended.
Mr. Gawan Taylor, in his opening
statement, said that Hotham was a village
a few miles from Hull, and Mrs. Wright
was mistress in the village school, and the
prisoner formerly for a short time assisted
her in teaching the children, but he was
not a certificated teacher. The authorities
of the school asked him to give up doing
so. Possibly that fact would be material
to the case.
On 12th June last Mrs. Wright, who was
shortly expecting her confinement,
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awoke in the morning about a quarterpast seven and saw her husband
standing at the foot of the bed.
She said “Oh, how you startled me!
What time is it?” He replied “You have
another hour to sleep”. She went to
sleep again and was shortly awakened
by blows. She found her husband
standing by the side of the bed and
dealing blows upon her. She sprang up
and seized her husband, and then saw a
knife in his hand. She seized it, cutting
her fingers, and wrested it from him and
threw it to the other end of the room.
Her screaming brought her little girl into
the room, who picked up the knife and
ran out of the room. Two of the children
then ran into the garden in their night
dresses, and stood at the gate crying.
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They were seen by a neighbour who
went into the house and found the
prisoner kneeling on his wife, upon the
bed, holding her throat. Further
assistance was got, and the prisoner
secured.
A doctor was called in and he found Mrs.
Wright suffering from very severe
wounds, particularly in the face. There
was a wound on the right brow extending to the bone and to the back of the
eye. On the left side there were two
similar wounds, and on the arm there was
a wound, and she was very much
bruised.
When the police arrested the prisoner he
said, “It is all right: they have driven me
to it”. After being cautioned he said,
“Yes, I know the nature of the crime as
well as you”. It was right to tell the jury
that on another occasion when his wife
expected to be confined the prisoner
exhibited great distress of mind.
Mary Elizabeth Wright, the wife, was
called, and corroborated Mr. Taylor’s
opening. She said that during the
struggle for the possession of the knife
her husband’s face was ghastly, and he
did not appear to recognise her. (The
knife was produced; it was a knife such
as is used by butchers). Seven years ago,
before a child was born, the prisoner was

very depressed and unhappy, as he was
for three months before his attack upon
her. When he ceased to be a teacher the
villagers were very sorry, because the
children were very much attached to him.
Cross-examined by Mr. Mellor: The
prisoner was of a kindly and affectionate
nature. When they were struggling the
prisoner did not recognise her, and the
only thing that she could think of was to
keep telling him who she was. It added
to his depression after he ceased
teaching, and he had the idea that the
villagers taunted him for being
dependent upon her. One or two of the
villagers interfered more than they ought
to have done. They sympathised with
him for having nothing to do, and
because she had to work so hard. That
annoyed him very much, and he spoke to
her several times in a desponding way
because he had nothing to do. He never
went out much among the villagers.
Upon leaving the box Mrs. Wright made
a piteous appeal to the court for mercy to
the prisoner for the sake of herself and
her little ones. He would never have
harmed her if he had known what he was
doing. She asked the Court to think of
their future lives full of pain and
bitterness, and she asked for mercy for
the sake of herself and little ones.

Evidence was given by Mrs. Dean and Arthur King, who went to the assistance of
Mrs. Wright; and by Mr. Cameron, the surgeon who had attended her. Dr. Merson
of the Hull Borough Lunatic Asylum spoke of the prisoner’s delusions, described him
as “agitated and timid, apprehensive of something going to happen” and was of
the opinion that “he was of unsound mind and not responsible for his action”.
During the trial the prisoner was “in a greatly distressed condition, sitting with his
head bent down and weeping”. Suggesting that the jury might convict him of intent
to murder, or of wounding with intent to do grievous bodily harm, or of unlawful
wounding, the (un-named) Judge directed the jury on the law with regard to insanity
saying they must decide whether the prisoner’s delusions were “so thick in his brain
as to deprive him of the capacity of knowing that he was inflicting serious wounds
upon his wife”.
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After a short deliberation the jury found the prisoner guilty of intent to murder, but
that he was insane at the time. He “was ordered to be detained during Her
Majesty’s pleasure”.
Once in Clifton William Wright made a quick return to health. In July 1899, five years
after the crime, the Medical Superintendent noted that he was “perfectly sane”. He
several times petitioned the Secretary of State for release, without success, and after
10 years in the asylum, and always being noted as perfectly rational, he escaped.
Apparently recaptured in Sheffield, he was put into the Workhouse there for some
time before being return to Clifton in 1907, by which time he was suffering from
cancer. He also began to show symptoms of tuberculosis and died, still confined in
the asylum, in October 1908 aged 49.

1939 register update
Over 37,000 additional 'open' records have been added to the 1939
Register. Since the Register was launched, FindMyPast has matched
more than four million 'closed records' to multiple data sources to
correctly confirm the date and location of death for individuals
recorded.
The 1939 Register now contains more than 33.9 million searchable
records. Each record includes the names of inhabitants at each
address, their date of birth, marital status and occupation. A wealth of
contextual information, including period photographs never before
seen online, infographics, region-specific newspaper articles and
historical and contemporary maps are personally tailored to each
record, offering a rich and unique user experience unrivalled by any
other family history research tool to date.

Extracts from Parish Registers at the Borthwick Institute (ref. PR B15 1)
Bishopthorpe St. Andrew:
James Scott, son of George Hay of Mount Blair in Scotland Esq. was baptised at
Little Askham May 22nd 1763. He was born in Mary Gate in the suburbs of York
seven weeks before and is there registered and at the request of Mr. Hay because he
is related to His Grace the Lord Archbishop this memorander is placed here by me
who baptised him: John Dealtary
17 December 1776
Robert Drummond Lord Archbishop of York was buryed in the chancel
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MEETING TALKS REPORTED
June – Clive & Kath Richardson
The Fate of the Eight
A sequel to “The woman who didn’t exist”
In a previous talk Clive had told us about the difficulties that he had in tracing the
history of his grandmother, Margaret Burns. Clive found that when she was 18
years old, she had married a Durham miner, John-George Purvis. They had four
children, Jacob, Ann, Ronald and John-George. That talk was reported in the
October 2017 magazine
John-George, her husband, was encouraged by his mining company to join the
Durham Light Infantry in 1914. They promised free housing for his family among
other things. When John-George was killed in 1917 the mining company evicted
Margaret and her family from their mining cottage. They had to live in a tent which
was intended for replacement miners from the south.
Margaret then went on to have another child, Oswald. Margaret left him on the
steps of the Durham Workhouse. His father was not named on his birth certificate.
After the death of John- George, Alan Fenwick, who had been his friend, visited
Margaret and they eventually married. Margaret regretted this marriage and when
their son, Ivan, was born she left the baby with a friend. She took Ann to live with
her grandparents who told Ann that her mother had died. Ronald and George went
to live with their aunt and uncle. She abandoned Jacob, who was nine years old, on
the streets of Durham. He was described as a difficult boy.
Margaret left on a train for Manchester and never returned or had contact with her
children. She changed her name to Mary Purvis. She found work at Prestwick
Mental Hospital as a single woman and gave her age as being nine years younger
than she was.
She then married Arthur Cannon bigamously. She named her father as John Purvis.
They had a child, Tom. Arthur believed this to be her first child. They went on to
have another child, Rosa. The children grew up unaware that their mother had
another family.
Once Clive found his aunt Rosa, who is now ninety years old, she was able to give
him more information about his grandmother. She remembered the enumerator calling
around after the 1951 Census to clarify the information that Margaret (Mary) had
given him. The name, date and place of birth did not correspond to any records that
he could find and she did not exist, he said. Fortunately for Margaret he never
pursued this.
Clive has now been able to find out more about how his aunts and uncles have got
on.
Jacob had been left on the streets at the age of nine years old. He was found
sleeping rough and taken to a home for abandoned boys. He ran away from the
home and returned to sleeping on the streets again. He eventually made his way to
Exeter and joined the Royal Artillery. He married and had three children whom he
later abandoned. He married Alice Harman, after changing his name to Peter
Purvis. When his son, Derek, found him and asked to visit, Jacob asked Derek to call
him Peter and not Jacob. He did not want his wife, Alice Harman, to know that Derek
was his son. Once she saw the strong resemblance between them she knew the truth.
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Jacob’s other children, Ron and John Purvis, were left with their uncle and aunt
until their uncle lost his job and the boys were put into a home. They were separated,
when fostered. Ron had a very happy time with his new family. He joined the Royal
Navy in 1950 and when he and his wife married they fostered many children.
John did not have as happy a childhood. After he married, John and his wife adopted
two children. They lived in Bath.
Oswald is recorded on the Durham Workhouse entrance records as having been
deserted as a baby. He was schooled at the Winterton Lunatic Asylum. A report
written by the Medical Officer there indicates that he was a slow learner. He worked
as a farm worker and died when he was twenty-eight years old.
Nothing has yet been found out about Ivan who was abandoned on the steps of the
Durham Workhouse.
Ann is the mother of Clive and never knew that her mother had abandoned her as a
little girl.
The reason Margaret had abandoned her children, in what appeared to be a heartless
fashion, came to light in a newspaper cutting that Clive has recently found. It was
reported that she had been a battered wife and her husband, Alan, had threatened to
kill her on several occasions. He had locked the door and taken a knife to her on one
occasion. Fear for herself and her children had led her to change her identity and go
to Manchester.
After delivering this fascinating story Clive and Kath wound up the talk with the hint
of more to come and a need to rewrite their book, “The Woman Who Didn't Exist”.
Lorna Begley
July – Julie-Ann Vickers
Past Caring Project Archivist, York Explore
City of York Health & Poor Law Archives
The task of this project is to catalogue and conserve the archives, which comprise:
• York Poor Law Union and Public Assistance Committee (1830s–1950s)
• Medical Officer of Health and Department of Health (1850s–1970s)
• Sanitation, Environmental Health and Housing (20th Century)
They show the development of York from a Georgian town to a modern city. The
project aims to create a guide to help people investigate the archives, and Poor Law
records are now available for consultation. The problems encountered were the size
and damaged condition of the archives.
1. York Poor Law Union, formed in June 1837 following the “New Poor Law” Act
of 1834, covers 80 parishes in the City of York, the East, North and West (Ainsty)
Ridings. Maps outline these parishes.
Indoor and Outdoor Relief, child welfare, paupers, rate collection and pauper lunatics
are all documented. Nine out of ten received relief outside the Workhouse (which
records are kept elsewhere), and family members were approached to pay the costs of
Workhouse inmates. The original Workhouse was on Marygate before the new one,
now student accommodation, was built on Huntington Road. There were 300
inmates. Children, men and women were separated.
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Board of Guardians. There were 32 city guardians and 48 country guardians. The
records show the small proportion regularly attending weekly or fortnightly meetings
were mainly magistrates and clerics. They met to deal with the business, and write of
living conditions, of poverty and poor sanitation. Women were not guardians until
the late 19th Century.
The Guardians heard and approved applications for relief, as well as having oversight
of the Union including the Workhouse. Binding of apprentices was part of their
business. Some books are indexed but the work was not reliably done.
Relieving Officer Responsible for investigating applications for relief, the Relieving
Officer could order people to the workhouse or to another institution. They were
subject to temptation by the nature of their work, such as that documented in a case
of adultery with a person in receipt of relief (November 1853).
Application and Report Books 100 books record the individual, residence, age,
marital status, occupation and date of birth, plus reasons for application. These can
lead to other records such as those held at the Borthwick Institute. Some are
organised by parish, so it is necessary to know where an individual was living. They
may show the name of the father of an illegitimate child. More women than men are
listed, their prospects of employment being lower and thus leaving them more likely
to be in need of support for their children.
Weekly Outdoor Relief list A “checklist“ shows the needs and cases of applicants,
alongside their name, the amount of relief allowed, and their address.
2. District Medical Officer Their names are listed along with other officers of the
Union. Responsible for sick and disabled paupers, this officer could decide whether
applicants should be institutionalised, made to work, etc. Few of their relief books
survive, but show the name, age of the pauper, and ailments.
Master and Matron of the Workhouse Had to be a married couple, and in York
members of one family, with a famous descendant, ran the Workhouse for four
decades in the 19th Century; these, we were told, were the Wilson (and by marriage
the Wales) family, the well known descendant being Prime Minister Harold Wilson.
Registers of Deaths show the cause of death alongside the name and age.
Treasurer of the Union was an important post. Details of some York companies are
shown in headed invoices, etc.
Job applications have been retained, including from many women.
3. Health care records are to do with sanitation and control of infectious diseases.
They give an idea of the living conditions of the time, including common lodging
houses, and also show the use of housing during WW1. There are clearance records
of areas such as Hungate.
So there is something for everyone. These records are going on-line in September.
Margaret Tadman
August – Judy Nicholson
“Mrs. Cattle isn’t who she thought she was”
A way of using original documents in your boxes and cupboards
Our speaker, Judy Nicholson, has laid out her family history in five large folders
containing certificates, photographs, family trees, other notes and documents.
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Elizabeth Cattle née Brown was Judy’s great great grandmother. Born in
Walmgate Bar and married in St. Lawrence’s Church, Elizabeth had 18 children,
though many died young. Her age at death was given as 104, although this is
disputed, and the city paid for her funeral because she was supposedly of this great
age, of 100 years plus. Judy has collected many pictures of Walmgate Bar and on
visiting found to her surprise that it felt comfortably like home. The Brown family
held the wardenship of the Bar for five generations before that of Mrs. Cattle.
The family had previously lived in tenements in Selby where their ancestors picked
flax. [As an aside, Judy mentioned her Grandad was Irish, DNA tests showing
connections with North Connacht (counties Sligo and Mayo), being 48% Irish plus a
touch of Viking and other European nationalities].
In 1906 Elizabeth Cattle died. She had been interviewed by the York Herald newspaper, which chronicled her life. She had lived through the cholera epidemic in York,
and had received a card from Queen Alexandra for her 100th birthday. She made
medicines and sold them in the cattle market, just round the corner from her home in
the Bar.
Her brother John Brown was an artist and freemason who did many paintings of
York and its artefacts. He married Isabella Chapman whose father had a pub in
Walmgate. Records show that Isabella frequently used pawnshops, as that of
George Fetter in Stonegate. John added an ‘e’ to his name and became Browne.
Paintings he had done in the Minster were used as a guide for making repairs after
the fire there started by Jonathan Martin in 1829, and there are drawings in the Art
Gallery. Judy showed us examples of his work. John’s son Henry was an engraver
with a shop in Blake Street.
Mark Gill (1658–1704), from the Brown’s maternal line, was a silversmith and goldsmith who held the office of Lord Mayor. St. Michael le Belfrey registers clearly
show Gills back into the 1500s in the city.
Judy had collected many original documents including postcards and Valentine cards
belonging to her aunt. Her father worked at Rowntrees and Judy has many photographs etc. Now a prominent member of the Fishergate, Fulford & Heslington Local
History Society, Judy was herself a pupil at the Bar Convent. She has charted her
son’s history similarly in photographs, etc., as with the ancestors.
This talk aroused a great deal of interest among members who were able to browse
through the folders of memorabilia at leisure. The title sentence “Mrs Cattle is not
who she thought she was” is a quote from a book on Walmgate to which Judy
objected.
Margaret Tadman
September – John Shaw B.A. (Hons)
History in two dimensions:
Maps of York through the Ages
The earliest known plan of York is the Gough map, which is thought to have been
produced in the 1380s. Clerics were possibly involved with its production.
There are many maps existing which show the changes in York over the years. They
provide an interesting study in how the city developed. The 1545 map shows St.
Sampson’s Square as being the centre of the city. The amount of open land in and
around the city is striking.
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In 1685 Jacob Richards produced a map which showed the fields around York to
be neatly squared off, which called into question the accuracy of the images. By
1694 the map drawn by Benedict Horsley shows the River Foss silted up, and is
likely to be more accurate.
Some of the maps that were shown had extra details such as drawings of the houses
of the time around the border of the maps.
Grassy mounds that are shown on some of the maps raised interest and have stimulated Archeological research, such as Baillie’s hill which was excavated in 1979
revealing what remains of a castle which was the second of two. The other castle
was rebuilt in stone and has become the Castle Museum. These two castles formed
York’s defences and were of a similar size.
The silting up of the River Foss made a significant difference to the development of
the city. The later introduction of roads and railways carved through the many
houses in the city. These changes are well documented in the sequence of maps.
John Shaw, Chairman of the York Architectural and Archeological Society, has an
infectious love of his subject. To see the maps of which he spoke and learn more
about York, John suggested that we look at the YAYAS websites:
http://www.yayas.org and www.british-history.ac.uk.
Lorna Begley

ANGLO-GERMAN FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY
15, Cromer Road, Southend-on-Sea, Essex SS1 2DU
Founded in 1987
A mutual self-help group
Join now and trace your
GERMAN-SPEAKING ANCESTORS
For introduction leaflet and application form
send a DL size (4" X 9" ) stamped addressed envelope
or
Find us at www.AGFHS.org
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THE

City of York & District
FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY

PROGRAMME Autumn/Winter 2018/19
Meetings take place on the first Wednesday of the month at
New Earswick Bowls Club
Huntington Road, York YO32 9PX.
- doors open at 7.00 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. start until 9.30 p.m. Prospective new members and visitors are welcome.
Advice and help from other members.
Bookstall. Library. Disabled access. Free car park. Refreshments available.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Nov 7th

Dec 5th

The Lost Men of Bishopthorpe: Finding their stories.
How you can do the same for your family's
First World War stories
Ken Haywood
Tyketalk – A mixture of Yorkshire
Dialect, History & Humour

January

No meeting

Feb 6th

From Council House to Mansion House

Eric Scaife

Ian Gillies

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Subscriptions
Annual membership (home) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 15.00
Annual joint membership (two) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
£ 20.00
(one copy of Journal only)
Annual membership (overseas) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 15.00
A renewal form is sent. Payment, preferably by standing order,
otherwise by cheque, should be made to the Membership Secretary.
Monthly Meetings
Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £ 1.00
Non-members . . . . . . . . . . . £ 2.00
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
The work done by members over the years for the Society has made it what it is
today, a thriving and energetic Society. We are extremely grateful for all their hard
work and dedication, and hope that members will continue to support the Society in
the future. It should, however, be noted that all work carried out on Society Projects
by members is the property of the City of York & District Family History Society.
The Society owns the copyright so that we are able to use, publish and display that
material in any way that the Society feels appropriate.
©Copyright 2018 The City of York & District Family History Society and authors.
ISSN 1464-147x

City of York & District
FAMILY - HISTORY - SOCIETY

Family History Research Room
The Raylor Centre, James Street
Lawrence Street
York
YO10 3DW

RESEARCH ROOM
All Society resources available for use, including
5 computers with Internet access, 2 microfiche readers,
1 photocopier and 1 printer,
Open
Tuesday and Thursday 10 a.m - 4 p.m
(except the month of January)
Booking not essential
Telephone: 01904 412204
Email: yorkfamilyhistory@btopenworld.com
Catalogue of resources including
Parish Registers, Census, IGI and Society publications
on-line at website:
www.yorkfamilyhistory.org.uk
Refreshments. Free car parking. Wheelchair user-friendly.
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